CHAPTER II
Cains College, Cambridge

Self-reverence, self-knowledge, self-control,
These three alone lead life to sovereign power.

TENNYSON.

S" October 1891 Wilson entered Caius College
as an Exhibitioner, and spent his first term
in rooms outside the College, at 4 Round
Church Street, His * year,* we are told, had the
reputation of being turbulent as well as quarrel-
some, and Wilson was the trusted mediator in all
disputes. Dr. J. Stanley Gardiner (afterwards
Professor of Biology at Cambridge) thus recalls
his impressions after their first Hall together as
freshmen.

We adjourned for coffee, and endeavoured to show
off to one another as the heroes of football, cricket and
rowing. He was silent during our discussion, until he
was pointedly asked, wfiat he proposed to do. It was
his first trial as a man, and he replied that he intended
to work seven hours a day and also row, a position he
maintained all his years in Cambridge. That night he
made his mark in his year; he showed he had a char-
acter, but he remained in many ways an irresponsible
boy during his undergraduate life, always respecting
himself, but always in the midst of whatever fun and
jollity that might be going, noisy among the noisiest. ...
He was then a man of facts with a strong moral sense
to support him, but with little idea as to his future;
the why and wherefore did not interest him, . . .